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16ih CONGRESS— 1st SESSION. 
DECEMBER 7. 

SENATE,—Mr, Sanford offered for consi- 
deration sundry resolutivns, for the reference 
on the several subjects of the President’s Me- 
Saye tn enmmitte--- ‘Turvy stall be further 
noticed when acted on, 

A bill, to authorize the transmission, by 
Members and Officers of Congress, free of 
postage, of any docume:ts printed by order 
of either House of Congress, was read three 
times, passed, and sent to the House of Re- 
presentatives. 

Mr. Mellen presented the memorial of the 
People of the District of Maine, prayiog to 
be admitted into the Union on an equal foot- 
ing with the original States, together with a 
copy of the Constitution which they have 
formed for their gov-rnment; and the same 
was referred to the committee to whom had 
been referred the Constitution of the State of 
Alabama and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Williams, of Miss. from the committee 
to whom that subjec: had been referred, report- 
ed a bill, declaring the adwission of the State 
of Alabama into the Union; which was twice 
read, ordered to be engrossed for a 3d reading, 
and passed. 

Mr. Burrill gave notice that he should on 
to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill forthe 
relief of Samuel Ward. 

Mr. Hunter gave notice that he should ask 
like leave tor a bill for the relief of Christo- 
pher Fowl. 

Mr. Mellen gave like notice of the introduc- 
tien of a bill for establishing a Circuit Court 
in and fer the District of Maine. 

Decemper 9, 
The bills, of which notice for leave was yes- 
terday given by Mr. Burrill and Mr. Hunter, 
ght in, read, and passed to a se- 
ding. 
otion of Mr. Gaillard, the appoint- 
: the Standing Committees of the Se- 


oT, at five dollars per annum—payable in advance. 


The Senate proceeded to the election ot # 
Chaplain on the part of the Senate, and, on. 


appointed. 
Mr. Roberts presented the memorial of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the City of Phila- 
delphia, on the su! ject of the establishment 
of a uniform system of bankruptcy throughout 
the United States, and urging the expediency 
of Percing such a system; and the memo 
ria read. The Senate adjourned te 
Monday next)“ 
HUUSE_ OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
The follow ng eummitiees were announced 
to have been sppuinted by the 


preceeding day. * 
To take into . on-ideration the itution: 
of the state of Alabama.—Messrs, Miderson, 


Taylor, and Pleasants. 


Darlington and F vot. ’ 





| to be admitted into the Union on on equabtoot- 
ing with the origiwal states, together with a 


which was referred to a committee of five men 
bers, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Scott, of Missouri, presented the Me- 
morial of the Legislature ofthe Territory of 
Missouri, praying to be authorized to form a 
constitution of state government, and to be 
admitted into the Unien on an eqgnal footing 
with the original states; which was also refer- 
red to a select committee. 

On motion of Mr. Rhea, it was resolvedy ‘hat 
the House do now proceed to the intent 
of the standing committees, waa the. 
Rales and Orders of the House, : $ 

Mr. Shaw, of Mass, iniroduced-a joint reside 
lution, authorising the trangmission, free of ' 
postage, of any'documents which, during the; 
present an@ any future session, may be tran 
mitted to either House of Congress, by the 
President, or any of the Heads of Departments 
Which resolution was twice read, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, and subse- 
quently read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Strong, of N. York, gave notice that on 
to-morrow he should ask leave to introduce a 
b '! to prohibit the further extension of slavery 
within the territories of the United States. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE.—On motion 
of Mr. Taylor, of N. York, the House resoly- 








a8 postponed anti, Twesdav part, =f 








ed itself inte a committee af the whele on the. 


(Vos. VEL 


1 yeste y and hes 
anew ure order of yester the” ~ 
=u y "ay 25 


Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills. —Messrg © | 


Mr Holmes, of Massachusetts, presented a ‘ 
Memorial from the People of Meine, praying’ ” 


copy of the constitution formed for the states’ 
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State of the Union, Mr. Nelson, of Virginia, Carais An appropriation of very large amount 


being called to the chair. 

The President’s Message of yesterday be- 
ing taken into consideration—- Mr. Taylor of- 
fered for the consideration of the committee 
tlie following resolutions: 

le Resolved, That so much of the Message ||, 


had been made at the last session, for the comple- 
tion of one very important and truly national road. 
it was worth enquiry, how that money had been ex- 
pended, and would be a proper subject of conside- 
ration, whether there were not other objects of the 
same character and of equal interest, that well de- 
aerved the attention of Congress, ‘The subject of 
he Public Buildings, referred to in the fourth ree 


of the President of the United States as reiates || solve, would necessarily require examination by a 


to the subject of carrying inte effect the late | 
Treaty between the United States and Spain; | 


q 


committee, &c. Phe last of these resolves rejated to 


he subject of Revolutionary Pensions; w): <i had 
; 


\} excited great interest in the country. and certainly 


the condition of the indepe ndent goveram Ott tls eeteed Seam. the amount. of expenditure on this 
of South Amer ici; the admission into our ports object, the early attention of this House. With this 


of foreign ships of war and privateers, and all 
other sabjects of foreiga affairs, be referred to 
a select. committee. 


brief preface, Mr T. moved the following tcsolu- 
tions be referrcd to select committees. 


1. For orgadizing and disciplining the Militia. 
2. For improving the Indian tribes in the arts of 


~ 


» ¥ . . : t 1. ° . . 
2. That so much of the Message as relates civilized lite. 


to for! fications, and other military subjects, be 
referred toa select committee, 

3. That so mach as relatestothe nary, na! 
val depots, aud the protectionof our commerce 
hee? th. ooean. be referred to aselect commit-| 

4. That so much of the Message as relates 
to manufactures and to ovr commercial inter- 
tercourse With British colomial ports, be refer- | 
red to the committee of Commerce and Ma 
nufactures.. . 

5. That so much of the Message as relates 
to the suppression of the slave trade, be reler- | 
red to a select committee. 

6. That so much as relates to the subject of | 
revenue, be referred to the committee of Ways, 
aod Means. 

These resolutions were separately agreed | 
to, and, being reported to the: House, where | 
there also severally agreed to. Alter which— 

Mr. Taylor again rose. The House having, he 

said, agreed to refer the several subjects adverted 
to in the President’s Message, he held in his hand | 
some other resolutions on the subject of great na- 
tional concerns which were not referred to in the 








Message. Such propositions, it had appeared at | 
the last session proper to present directly to the |; 
House, and not to offer them in commiiitee of the |, 
whole whilst, the President’s Message was under | 
consideration. “He should therefore now move); 
them. The first of these resolves, he said, related | 
to the organization and discipline of thé Militia. ft | 
would be recollected, this subject there was made, || 
at the last session, by a highly respectable commit: || 
tee, an claborate Report, which had not been acted | 
on fe the want of time. For the purpose of re- | 
Viving the consideration of this matter at an early 
period of the session, and assigning to it a select 
commiitee, he offered the first of the following re 
solves: The second of them related to the im. 
provement of the Indian tribes in the arts of civili- 
ted life It would be recoliected, Mr. T. said, that | 
at the last session of Congress ay appropriation had 
been made of ten thousand doflars per annum, to- 
wards accomplishing this impertant object. I was 
desirable to enquire how this money had been ex- 
pended, and also whether ayy thing more could-be 
doe towards this object by Congress. The third of 











the resolves related to thy subject of Roads and 


3 On Roads and Canals, 

4. On Public Buildings. 

5. On evolutionary Pensions. 

6. Vhat the said seleet committees have leave to 


ii report by bill or otherwise 


Che consideration of the resolve for amending 


the rages of the Trvtiowy —~ =» «nm direct the appoint- 
ment of a committee of Commereé, and another 
committee of Manufactures, in lieu of the commit- 
tee of Commerce and Manufactures heretofore an- 
nually appointed, was ‘hen called for. 


Mr. New/on, of Virginia, leclared his oppcsition 


|} to this motion. The two subjects bad heretofore, 
in his opinion, been preperly blended, and he should 
like, he said, to hear from the gentleman from Ma- 
rvland some strong reason why they shoukt now be 
separated, 


Mr. Little, of Maryland, said, he did not know 
what the gentleman from Virginia would consider 
strong reasons, but it was a sufficient n for him- 
self, that the subject of Manufactures was one of 
leading importance, and which engrossed much of 
the attention of the country; that it wag not neces- 
sarily connected with commerce, their interests be- 
ing, indeed, frequently at variance; and that the 
subject was certainly of sufficient magnitude to oc- 
cupy, of itself, the undivided attention of one com- 


|| mittee 


Mr. .Vewtoa said, in opposing this proposition he 
was actuated by no personal views, but solely and 
purely by considerations of a national character; be- 
cause, in short, he thought these two interests 
would be best promoted by being both before the 
same committee ‘The subjects of Commerce and 
Manufactures, he said, were intimately connected. 
A memorial of manufacturers 1s referred, for exam- 
ple, to the committee of Commerce and Manufac- 
tures, to enquire how the interest of their manu- 
factures can be best promoted. "Taking the subject 
into consideration, it appears that some imported 
fabric comes into successful competition with it— 
and the enquiry then presents itself, what duties it 
is necessary to impose, to give the advantage to the 
domestic fabric. Thus the enquiry became neces- 
sarily commercial in its termination, though it began 
in manufactures. A committee, to decide correctly 


j}on questions relating to either of these interests, 


ought to consider both, and of course be conversa 
‘ith both. Again: the committee of Ways ang 
Means and the cemmittee o Com i 
fuctures sometimes came in collisi 

nection and interference of their 

one with the other. But, if two c 


mina 
whic! 
Fo 
So 
lain 
Repr 
Ti 
the a 
the | 





You Vill. 


mile on of one, the conflict of jurisdiction would 
be extende | to a third party, and this without any 
apparent advantage to either party. One reason 
on y has been offered for the division of this subject 
b ween two committees—which had been fre- 
quently here fore attempted ia vain That reason 
was, that the sibject of manufactures was of suffi 
cient importance to employ of itself one commi:tee. 
Qu tris subject, Mr. N. said, it ought to be remem. 
berel, that every thing that had been done for the 
bencfi: of manufactures, had been done by the con- 
nection of ‘be consi’, ration of them with that of 
commercial subj-cts. before one and the sume com- 
Mr. N here mentioned several manufac- 

vaich, he said, had grown up under the pro 
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ro | 


Decemerr 9. 

4 The following committees were announced 
‘as having been appointed by the Speaker, 
pursuant to the orders of Yooverags ; 

Of Ways and Meats —Messrs. Smith, of 
Md. surwell, Trimble, Crawford, Moseley 
Shaw, and Tyler. 

Of Elections... Messrs. Taylor, Whitman, 
Merrill, Tarr, Brown, Tucker, of 3. C. aud 
Moan. 

Of Claims.—Messrs Williams of N. C. 
Rieh. M‘Coy, samuel Moore, Culbreth, Bd- 








iva of the Committee of Commerce and Manu- | 
tires. Had the manufacturers, he asked, come | 
and to this Huuse through any of their Repre- | 
ives, and asked for this division? He pro- | 
mncedthat thev had rot, and that they would not. 
He heldin his hand the letters of a very intelligent | 
committee vie ertizens of Philadeiphia, on the | 
sinject of Wactures, and, in obtaining informa 
ti n the and collecting the strongest ar 
” of encouraging manufactures, 
hal nore than vnce referred for them to the 


‘ 
on 
hai i 
mt s1] 
cumens haw 
s 

th 
form 


nent oF 


manufactures, it 
yer 


Was proposed tw substitute 
by $y as tar a3 relited to C:m- 


merce, Mr N said, it was his decided opinion that 
the less Congress legisiated on it the better. Two | 
muc’ legisiation was the error of all legislative bo 
dies. Commerce, he said, is a sensitive plant; 
touch it end it shrinks. Leave it unfettered, and it 
would prosper by sceking and finding its own level. 
Feom his experience as a member of the committee 
of Commerce and Manufactures, for many years, he | 
believed, whoever mg: be selected to compose it, | 
they would eadeavor faithfully to discharge their | 
duty to both the interests confided to them 
Mr Siti of N. Carolina, made some remarks in | 
reply to M > Newton 
tance both af commerce and of manufsctures, and | 
the advantage of dividing them between two com | 
mi'tees. Any single committee which might be 
ap ointed would, he had no doubt, do ali that it | 
could; but it was (90 obvious to be denied. that the 
s-pacatiou of two great s ibjects,and assigning thera 
to different committees, woull give to the consi- | 
deration of both more precision and maturity, as 
well a€ greater dispatch. 
The question on the proposed amendment to 
the rales was then taken, and decided affirmatively. | 
Ine House thea proceeded to ballot for a} 
Chaplain to Congress, on the pait of this 
House. ‘Qo the first ballot, the votes were— 
For Rev Bargess Allison 75. Rev. Mr. 
Smith 61. Rev. Mr. Post 18 


twe 


| 


| 


lot, Mr, Post’s name was withdrawn from no 
minatien, and a second ballot took place, of 
which the following is the result : 

For Mr Allison 81. Mr. Smith 73. 

So the Rev. Mr. Auuison was chosen Chap- 


lain to Congress on the part of the House of | 


Re presensatives. 

The resotution from the Senate, declaring 
the admission of the State ef Alabama into 
he Union on egal footing ~ with the ori- 
ginal states, was read twice aod passed, 


i} 
" 


r reports of the committee, which, for the be- || 


‘ 
i} 


He «dwelt on the imp r. || 


‘| moriul—Messrs 


| 
| 


No choice having been effected by this bal- || 


wards, of Conn. and Metcalfe. 
Of Commerce.—Messrs. Newton, M‘Lane, 
jof Del. Tomlinson, Mason, Allen, of ‘Tenn. 
Hill, and Folger. 

Of Man spores Messrs. Baldwin, 
| Little, M‘Lean, of Ky. Forest, Parker, of Ms. 
‘and Koss. 
| On the District of Columbia —Messrs. 
Kent, Cobb, Mercer, Neale, Swearingen, Ful- 


\lerton, ond of N. J. 
On the ic Lands.—Messra. Anderson, 


Meigs. 


) Heucricks, Jones, of ®enu Nelsvn, of Mass. 


Cook, Ballard Smith, and Stevens. 

On Private Land Claims — Messrs, Camp- 
‘bell, Piadail, Rankia, Rebert Moore, Bryan, 
Tracy, and Eddy, . 
On the Post Office and Post Roads.--Messrs 
Livermore, Sampson, Russ, Cuipeper, Tomp- 

kins, Walker, of Ky. and Barton, 

Ox Pensions and Revolutionary Claims.— 
| Messrs, Rhea. W. P. Maclay, Settle, Allen, of 
Mass. Linn, street, and Jones of Va 

On Public Expenditures generally—Messrs 
| Simkins, Slocuml, Hunter, Hazard, Dowse, 
Plumer, and Ford, 

On the Judiciary—Messrs. Sergeant, 

Beecher, Robertson, Reid, Brevard, Lincoln, 


| 
| 


‘and Tucker, of Va. 


Of Accounts - Messrs. Smith of N.C. Bate 


man, and Upham. 


Of Revisal and Unfinished -Business.— 
Messrs. Morton, Butler, IN. H. and Ball, Va. 
Outi. subject of the District of Meine Me- 
poles Hill, Phelps, Allen 
lof N. Y. and Hooks. 
On the Missouri Memorial—Messrs Scott, 
Robertson, Terret!, Strather, and De Witt. 
Ov Foreign Affeirs—Messrs. Lowasles, 
| Holmes, Nelson, of Va, Dickinsdu, Raaddlph, 
|| Barbour anid Archer 
On Military Affrirs.—Megsrs. A. Smyth, 
jof Va ‘an Rensselaer, Brush, Cockey ttn, 
gold, Cushman and Parker of -a. 
\ On Naval dffairs.—Messrs Pleasants, 
Silsbee, Johnson, Wendover, Warfield, Hall 
of N. C. and Dennison, 
On the Slave Trade.—Messrs. Hemphill, 
Mercer, Strong, of N. Y. dwards, of Peap. 
Rodgers, Lathvop, and Abbott. 





| 
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On the Militia —Messrs. Cannon, Quarles | 
Herrick, Floyd, Strother, Richmond, & Ken- | 
dall. 

On the Civilization of the Indians.--Messrs 
Southard, Wallace, Walker, of N.C. Wil- 
liams, of Va. Kinsley, Richards, and Baker- | 

On Roads and Canals.—Messrs. Storrs, | 
Grafts, Pindall Marchand, Hendricks, David-! 
g6n, and Street. 

Onthe Public Buildings ——Messrs. Cobb, 
Lyman, Garnett, Murray, Fisher, Case, and 
McCreary. | 

On the Revolutionary Pensions.—Messrs. 
Bloomfield, Claggett, Pitcher, Alexander, | 
Adams, Clark, and Patterson. 

COMMITTEES ON EXPENDITURES. 


In the Department of State-—Messrs.! 
Holmes, Peck, and Hibsham. 

In the Department of the Treasury— 
Messrs. Trimble, Hail of New-York, and} 
Gross of Penns: lvania. | 

Inthe Department of War.—Messrs. Brush, | 
Overstreet, and Gross of New-York. 

Im the Denartment of the Navy —Mesers | 
Archer, Fay, and Buffum. 

In the Post Office —Messrs. Livermore, | 
Hackley, and Moneli. 

On the Public Buildings.—Messrs. Meigs, 
Strong of Vermont, and [Hostetter. 

Mr. Scott, of Missouri, from the committee 
yesterday appointed on that subject, reported | 
a bill to authorize the people of Missouri 
territory to form a constitution and state go- 
vernment, on an. equal footing with the origi- 
nal states; which bill was twice read and re-' 
ferred to acommittee of the whole House. 

On motion of Mr. Campbell, of Ohio, a com- 
mittee was ordered to be appointed to report 
a bill providing for taking the fourth census) 
or enumeration, of the inhabitants of the Uni-' 
ted States. 

On motion of Mr. Cannon, of Tennessee, 
the House came to the following resolution: | 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed | 
to enquire into the expediency of paying the 
soldiers and officers of the volutteers and mi- 
litia, for horses and other property lost whilst 
in the service of the United States on the Se- 
miuole campaign, in all cases where such loss 
was sustained in consequence of a failure on 
the part of the general government to furnish 
the necessary forage, and without any fault 
or vezlect on the part of the owner. 

Qn motion of Mr. Coole, of Mlinois, the 
House came to the following resolations:~ 

Resolved, That the committee on Public 
Lands be instracted fo enquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing adiitional land offi- | 
ces in the State of Illinois, for the sale of the | 


Public Lands. 





j 
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Resolved, That the same committee be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of ex- 
tending the time for completing the payments 
for lands heretofore purchased from the go- 
vernment within said State, and that the com- 
mittee have leave to report by bill or other- 
wise. 

Mr. Strong, of New-York, rose, and mti- 


'; mated to the House, that, not desiring to em- 


barrass the question which would probably 
arise on the Missouri bill now before the 


|| House, he should at present waive the motion 


which he yesterday announced his intention 
to make, for leave to introduce a bill to prohi- 
bit the further extension of slavery within the 
territories of the United States. 

Mr. Pinckney, of South Carolina, gave no- 
tice that this day week he should ask leave 
to introduce a bill to be entitled “An act to 
establish a Circulating Medium for the Uni- 
ted States, and to sustain the credit and uti- 
lity thereof.” He had understood, he said, 


|| that, on the last day of the last session of Con- 


gress, a resolution had passed which had in 
Some deg.ee referred this supject w the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury. He had therefore 
determined to postpone for a week this mo- 
tion, to give to the House an opportunity to 
receive the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury on the subject. Adjcurned. 
DECEMBER 10. 

The sitting of this morning being entirely 
consumed in receiving and disposing of Peti- 
tions, no other business was done. The 
House adjourned to Monday. 

—_ 
DOCUMENTS, 


Transmitted to both Houses of Congress, with the 
Message of the President, of 7th Dec. 1819. 


No. 1. 

1. Extract of a letter from Mr. Erving, Minister 
Plenipotentiary from the United States, in Spain, 
to Mr. Adams; dated Madrid, 10th Feb 1818. 

. From the same to Mr. Adams, Sccretary of 

State; dated Madrid, 20th Feb. 1818. 

Paper A. in Spanish. 
do. A. Translation. 

Paper B. in Spanish. 
do B. Translation. 

From Mr. Erving to Mr. Adams; dated Madrid, 

April 5, 1818. 

tn Spanish: 

9. Translation, 

10. From Mr. Erving to Mr. Adams; dated Ma: 
drid, 26th April, 1818. 

11. From the same to the same; dated Madrid, 
May 14, 1818 

12, From the same to the same; dated Madrid, 12th 
June, 1818. 

13. From the same to the same; dated Madrid; 
22d July, 1818. 

14. Copy, translation from the French, Mr. Erving 
— Pizarro, private; dated Madrid, July 18, 


| 


3 

4 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9 











y 


1€ 
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15. Reply of Mr Pizarro; copy, translated from the }j From Mr. Erving to Mr. Adams, dated Madrid, Sth 


French. 
16. From Mr Erving to Mr Adams, dated Madrid 
September 20, 1818. 
17. tu Spanish. 
18. Translation. 


19 Extract from the propositions of Don Luis de |! of Alagon, and the Count of Punon Rostro. 


Onis to the Secretary of State, made 24th Oct 
1818. Translation. 


April, 1818. —Extract. 
: “In my despatch No. 50, [of February 26,) [ 
mentioned the grants of lands in Florida lately made 
by the king of Spain to several of his courtiers, and 
enclosed extracts from those in favor of the Duke 
I have 
just now obtained a copy of that in favor of Don 
Pedro de Vargas, treasurer of the household, ahd it 





-0. Extract ofa letter from the Secretary of State |! is herewith transmitted. I hope soon to be able to 


to Don Luis de Onis; dated Department of State, 
Washington, 31st Oct. 1818. 
<1. Extract of a letter from Don Luis de Qnis to 
the Secretary of State; dated Washington, 16th 
Nov. 1818, Translation. 
Extract of a Jetter from Mr. Erving, Munister 
Plenipotentiary from the United States, in Spain, 
to Mr. Adams, dated Madrid, 10th Feb. 1818. 
“The King has lately msd< targe ts of land 
in East Plortda, to several of his favorites; and I am 
credibly informed that within these few days he 
has, by a sweeping grant, given all the remainder 
to the Duke of Alagan, captain of his guards, and 
the Count of Punon Rostro, one of his chamber 
lains. Thisis, perhaps, his mode of preparing for 
a cheep cession of the territory to the United 
States.” 
From the same to Mr. Adams, Secretary, of State, 
dated Madrid, 20th Feb. 1818.—Extract. 
«‘ The King has lately made large grants of iand 
in the Floridas to several of bis favorite servants. 
The enclosed papers, A and B, have been furnish- 
ed to me, as extracts from the deeds to the princi- 
pal grantees—the Duke of Alagon, captain of the 
body guards, and the Count of Punon Rostro, one 
of the chamberlains. Mr. Vargas, treasurer of the 
household, has another grant. In fine, I am led to 
believe that His Majesty has given away the whole 
of the lands in that quarter. which had not been 


obtain ful) copies of the grants to Alagon and 
Punon Rostro.” 


{The original, of which the following is a translation 
is omitted 

Tut Kino: My Governor and Captain General of 

the island of Cuba and its district, under date of the 


25th of P nde_WV —-, wane 
“ , Jame wi ee ae ot Pedro de Var- 


as night of the royal military order of Alcantara, 
treasurer general of the royal house and patrimony 
of your majesty, with the most profound respect, 
at your royal feet, exposes—that there is a quantity 
of vacant and unpeopled land in the territory of the 
Floridas, and desiring that, if your majesty shall 
deign to reward his vassals services, and the 
proofs which he has given of his loyalty, it may be 
without the least burthen on the public treasury, 
or in prejudice of any third person, as may be done 
at present by some lands of that country, he be- 
seeches your majesty that, by an effect of your 
sovereign goodness, you would deign to grant to 
him the property of the land which fies comprised 
within the following limits: that is to say: from the 
mouth of the river “ Terdido,” and its bay in the 
Gulf of Mexico, following the sea coast, and as- 
cending by the [rivers] of “ Buen Socorro” and of 
“* Mobile,” continuing along the ‘‘ Mobile” till it 
touches the northern line of the United States, and 
descending by that in a right line to the source of 
the river “ Perdido,” and following the river “ Mo- 





previously granted.” 





A.—[Tnanstation ]—Original omitted. 
To the Duke of Alagon, 
All the uncultivated land not ceded in East Flori- 
ia, which lies between the banks of the river Saint }} 


Lucia and that of Saint John, as far as the mouths /}} dispute or recl 


bile,” in its lower part, and the bay of that name, re- 
turns by the sea coast towards the west; comprte- 
hending all thecreeks, entries, and islands, adjacent, 
which actually belong to Spain, till it reeches the 
west line of the U. States, then, returning by their 
northern line, comprehending all the waste lands 
which belong, or may belong, to Sain, 6 “accord. 


or - aute 
: amas i also, all the 
Sy which they empty themselves into the sea, and |i ing to the ~ pr the trentiee rE a which 
the coast of the Gulf of Florida, and the adjacent || waste land not cede 


islaads, with the mouth of the river Hiju@los, ia Outs 


ee rween the nver “‘Hipuelos,” in East Florida; 


4 eQ, on Oe * * 
legree of latitude, falowing the left bank up to its |} and the — geo) Pe sasha. wd Bree ae 
pier et ge ftp gm rss ee following, by the coast of the Gulf of Mexica, 
st oe oe can noten tee ~ thre from the mouth of the * rage 2 the erp ha 
‘xtreme noth of said Lake to the source of the || ‘Tancha,” and deitng pene a 
river Amurama; following its right bank as far as || Gulf of —_ ate vbw et stioe: . 
‘s month, in the 28th and 25th degrees of Iatitude, || Lucia,” with the islands, &c. acy / 


and running along the sea coast, with all the adja- 
cent islands, up to the mouth of the river Hijuelos. 





B —[rranstarion.}—Original omitted. 
To the Count of Punon Rostro. 


Considering the contents of this exposition, and 


attending to the merit of the individual, and his ac- 
credited zeal for my royal service, as also to the ad- 
vantages to result to the state from peopling the 
said countries, I have thought proper to accede to 
the favor which he solicits, in as far as it be not op- 


Al Itivated land not ceded in Florida, || posed to the laws of these my dominions, and com: 
is pordhnLaets o betwen the river Perdido, to the Sunicated it to my Council of indies Ye its fulfile 
west of the Gulf of Mexico, and the rivers Amarujo || ment, in a royal order of 2d February ast. Conses 
and St. John, from Popa, until they empty them- |} quently, Tt command and charge you, by this, my 
selves into the sea on the eastern side; by the north, || royal “ cedula,” (scroll) that, conforming to the 
the line of demareation with the United States, and }j laws which regulate in these affairs, and without 
in the south by the Guif of Mexicv, including the }| prejudice to third persons, that you efficaciously aid 








desert islands on the coast. 


sly 
the execution of the said grant, or fayor taking al! 
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the mpasures which may conduce to its due effect, 
as also to the augmentation of the population, agri- 
culiure, and commerce of the a'oresaid possessions, 
giving account, from time io time, of the progress 
made; for this is my will, and that due notice may be 
taken of this “ cedula,” inthe Actountant Gener- 
al’s Department of the Indies. Dated in Palace, 
10th March, 1818. I, the King. It is rubricated, 
by order of the King, our Lord. Bstavan Varea— 
It ¥s rubricated—fees 240 reales of plate. [Here 
follow four signatures] Addressed 
Tothe Govervor and Capt General of the Island 
of Cuba, and its district, that he may do what is 
suitable, to the end that the tavor granted to Don 
Pedro de Vargas, of various lands, situated in the 
Floridas, and other things therein menuoned, may 
have effect. Corr’da. [Here follows. signature } 
‘Faken notice of this, in the Accountant General’s 
OF Wre-sedne? Donartment. Madrid, 13th March, 
3818. Josef de Vexada = It 18 TevriGaweaftees 
gratis. [Here is another signature.) 








From Mr. Erving to Mr. Adams, dated Madrid, 
26th April, 1818. EXTRACT 
“ | perceive that Mr. Pizarro would be very gla: 

to terminate it [the negociation] here” In the mean 

time, I shall continue to werk with him, to the end 
that his communications to Mr Onis may be mad 

as favorable as possible to prompt wdjustme at of 1 

at Washington. In thisview, Lasked him yester- 

day what had been said respecting Plorida. He 
answered vaguely; but I perceived that there was 
some question of passing it to the United States, in 
compensation for the clams. I therefore begged 
him to prepare, in his instructions to Mr Onis, for 

a difficulty which must certainly arise, if avy “tran 

saction” of that kind should be proposed, that th 

claims in question would probably be tiquidated b) 

the United States, in such form, by commission or 

otherwise, as might be mosi convenient to them 


selves; but that, finaliy, they must be pad out of || 


the sale of the lands) Now, the King trad lately 
given all those lands away, as I had duly informed 
my government;) to complete the “ transaetion,” i 
would, therefore, be absolutely, necessary that th: 
whole of those grants should be cancelled. Mr 
Pizarro held me a long discourse, about sover 
eignty, territorial property, &e &e 1 told hin 
that.we.bad no difference of opinion about thos: 


them, but that his erro: was k's ¥ Enopeeted ao 
meant to pav for the CVV ereanty ae wo Spee ors 
estimate that so highly as he imag ned; 1 one 
very much upon whatever relates to thesé points, 
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and endeavor to"press my opinion on that point, in 
| such way, asif possible, to obtain that he might in 

|advance instruct Mr. Onis in conformity toit f 

| saw him on the 27th, as} proposed, be!ure the de. 
| parture of his courier; whether I produced the de- 

| sired effect, or not, I cannot positively say, but, im- 
| mediately after, he wrote to the council of ‘he In- 
| dies, in consequence of which, the council sent or- 
| ders to the Duke of Alagon, and the Count de Pu- 
| non Kostro, directing them not to make sales of the 
\lands granted to them: ths fact. which I had re- 
ceived through a private channel], T ascertained yes- 
terday in conversation with Mr. Pizarro. [ cannot 
find that the council has written to the other gran- 
tee, Vergas; but Mr. Pizarro sad, that it should 
have done so—be that as it may, al] sales made by 
the grantecs ale, ab initio, void, by the laws of Ine 
| dies; there are obligations, also, of a very onerous 
| kind, imposed by those laws, on all grantees, ca'cu- 
lated in fine to produce the objects which such 
stants Nave iN wew. rie the ney ulation and cultiva- 

tion of the territors. Obligations, whicir grantees 

of large tracts (under a prohibition to make sale) 

cannot possibly fulfil; less of all, such grantees as 

these, who, besides not having a cent, are over- 

whelmed with debt; 

From the same to the same, cated Madrid, 12th 

June, 1818 —Extract. 

He, Mr. Pizarro, then entered into the principal 
matters in question, and, firstly. spoke of the limits 
on the side of Florida. He toncluded this subject 
by saying, that, though the King, with a desire to 
accommodate himself to the views of the United 
States, had concluded to make the cession, and to 
nuke it as valuable as possible to the United States, 
as I had seen in the promptitude with which he 
Thad acted on my suggestion, and given orders to 
the council of ludies, relative to the late grants, 
(as particularly communicated to you in my ) rivate 
lettcr of May 14) yet his Majesty was fully aware, 
| that the value of the public land in the territory to 
Ibe ceded would be infinitely beyond what the 
United States could demand «under the head of 
indemmitics; hence, it was reasonable to expect, 
hat the difference should be made up to him by 
concessions on the olher side.” 

From the same to the same, dated Madrid, 22d 
July, 1818 —Extract. 

“The convention had scarcely been ratified, 
when I was alarmed by information which L rec: iv- 
bee trom a good source, that the king hal rescinded 
[the prohibition placed io the late grantees of land 





and t ones ‘ . - 1 Soy Bienes 
nd brought bim to consent that these Krants might |) in Florida, as communicated to you by my private 


be cancellec indemnity. giv i t : , 
ed, and indemnity given to the grantees |i letter of May 14. On this occasion I wrote a con- 


in New Spain, or elsewhere: I say “brought him to 
” : “ 

consent”’—f mean that he said enough to convince 

me that there will be no difficulty on this head 1 


: ; 
| fidential note to Mr Pizsrro, pointing out the evil 
}to result frem such a procedure. He replied to 
me ina way to tranquilize me, and to confirm my 














am not so certain that [ have induced him to send, 
by his courier. such instructions on it to Mr. Onis, 
as may render another reference to his government 
unnecessary; bui I propose to see him again io mor- 
Tow, and to re-urge the ma ter.” 





From the same to the same, dated Madrid, May 14 
1818 EXTKACT 
In my late private letter (which was dated April 
26.) I related to you what passed between Mr. Pi- 


opinion of his good taith Copies of that corres- 
|| pondence are Herewith enclosed.” 


(Copy.—Translated from the French ] 


_ Mr. Erving to Mr. Pizarro.—Private. 

Your excéilency will recollect, that Messrs 
Alagon, Punon Rostro, and Vargas, were placed, 
| by an office from the Department of Indies, under 
| certain prohibitions, rejative to the lands given 
ithem by the King; those prohibitions were considered, 


zarre and myself, pon the subject of the gr: j 
\ 2 ut esubjeci of the grants of || by you and me. as annulling the grants. On the im- 


lands in Florida, tately made by the Kine, and 1 


mentioned, that ¥ should see him the day fullowing, 


portance of this measure we are already agreed— 
now I am informed, that Mr. Vargas has received 
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another office from the same Department, (Indies,) , “Sir: The Brigadier, the Count de Punonrostro, 
by whieh office, the difficulty with regard to inm || Grandee ef Spain of the first class, and your Gen- 
is removed; that is, he is actually free to sell the || tleman of the Bed Chamber, in actual attendance, 
lands in question, or to profit of them, (always in |] &c. &e. with the most profound respect, submits to 
conformity to the laws,) as may best suit him. 1 || your Majesty: That, prompted by the desire of 
know not whether Messrs. Alagon and Punon Ros- |} promoting, by all possible means, the improvement 
tro have received similar oflices: it is to be pre- |j of the extensive waste and unsettled lands pos- 
sumed ‘This news alarms me, because [ foresce || sessed by ¥. M. in the Americas, which,‘ by their 
that this transaction will throw new difficulties in fertility, offer the greatest advantages, not onlv to 
the way of the negociation at Washington. It is in |! your memorialist, but to the state, provided doe 
vain to expect that we should arrive at a state of || effect, as is hoped, ‘be given to the noble project 
harmony without a transaction which: shall embrace {| formed by your Mejesty’s memorialist, of convert- 
allthe points in the discussion: the cession of Flovi- || ing a smail portion of those deserts into the abodc 
da must make, necessarily, an article in this trans- || of peaceable christian inhabitants, whose industry 
action, and it is quite certain that the United States, |] will increase the population of your kingdoms, 
in such case, cannot receive Florida as indemnity |} promote agriculture and commerce, and thereby 
for its reclamations, if ail the cessions to indivi- || add immensely to your royal revenues. This en- 
duats, since the date of the convention, (1802,) are |j erprise shduld be conducted by a person, [who} 
not annulled; according to a statement I have just || with a knowledge of the country, would combine 
received, through an indirect channel, (rom Phila-||the intelligence necessary for comparing the pro- 
delphia, these reclamations may amount to the || gress made by other nations in similar situations, 
enormous sum of twenty-five millions of piastres. and particularly by the United States, which, within 
The official letter writtento Mr Vargas is, | am per-}|.a very recent period, have advanced their power to 
suaded, unknown to you. and cannot have resulted |] an extraordinary height, and especially in the in- 
srom our late record, retative to the convention, || siance of the Mobile conniry, adjoining Florida, 
But your excellency will instantly perceive, that it || which, in the last six years, has received such an 
will take that character or appearance, and do infi- |} influx of emigrants, as to be converted from a 
nite mischief. Ihave already informed my govern jjdesert waste, into a tich commercial province, 
ment of what has passed between your excellency || highly irpreved and peopled withmorethan three 
and me, relative to the affair of Messrs Alagon & | iundred thousand souls, A similar change would 
Co. Ought Ll at present to think that every thing || be effected in Florida within eighteen or twenty 
is changed siuce the ratification? I cannot too}} years, by the adoption of judicious arrangements, 
much lament the results) I yet hope that I may |/and by those exertions which your Majesty’s me- 
have been badly informed relative to the fact in || morialist proposes to employ for the promotion of 
question, but I have my information from a person || his personal interests, and consequently that of the 
who is interested with Vargas, one towhom he had |/state’ Relying on the merits of the case, and the 
ceded a portion of his interest in the land before | lively interest felt by yonr Majesty in the national 
he received the first office: be it as it may, knowing || prosperity, and in the services and sacrifices of your 
your excellency is in good faith, and that the affair || Majesty’s memorialist, he humbly requests your 
is worthy of your attention, 1 have thought it my || Majesty, that, taking them into consideration, you 
duty to expose it to you. \| would be graciously pleased to grant & cede tohim, 
Yours, with much respect and esteem. j|in full right and property, and the mode and man- 
GEORGE W ERVING. i ner required by law, all the waste lands not hereto~ 
—_— fore ceded in Florida, lying between the river Per. 
[Copy —Translated from the French.] | dido, westward of the Gulf of Mexico, and the 
Reply of Mr. Pizarro. '| rivers Amusafa and St. Johns, from Pepa to the point 
Sir—I have just received your esteemed letter, || where it empties into the ocean, for the eastern 
which you addressed to me under yesterday’s | limit; and, for the northern, the boundary line of 
date, communicating to me your apprehen- | the United States; and, to the south, by the Gulfof 
sions respecting the alienations of the lands in || Mexico, including the desert islands on the coast. 
Florida, granted to several individuals. I repeat || He therefore humbly prays, in consideration of the 
to you all that I have said on this subject: conse- || premises, and the unquestionable advantages to be 
quently you may be tranquil; and t flatter myself || derived by the nation, your Majesty will be pleased 
that nothing will happen which can injure the ne- || to grant this his petition; and, thereupon, direct the 
rociations with the government of the United || necessary ordere cy Uw pty wr ny “wD nn 
en, which ought i whe: been persuaded, long tte afford him all due aid aes ape Pa che! 
since, of the sincerity which directs the March awa | uesignating we paar, apeeere . al whith he 
policy of the Spanish government, and of its ear- }| full effect to the whole eqeerpris P ron 
ee anny inat all the points || hopes from the munificence of your Majesty.” — 
nest desire of a happy termination of a I |) hopes | into consideration 
in discussion, by means of a friendly arrangement. | Having taken the ae nd pack of the 
I renew to you, &c. land bearing in mind the istinguis . ™m Apt 
his signal zeal formy royal service, 


OSE PIZARRO. || memorialist and j i 
— ; as well as the benefits to be derived by the siate 











eo pa! \\fsom an increase of population in “ —e 
i id, || the f f he as solicited, I have judge: 
t rE o Mr. ? , dated Madrid, || the cession whereo ‘ ; 
oye ge es Soh, ab —ttetinct » || fit to grant him the same, in so far as is conformable 
er hertnd close: to the laws of these my kingdoms, and to make it 


“The paper herewith enclosed is a copy of the | a r why ah 
i . Spain’ , ue || known to my Council of the Indies, for its Cue exe 
mr to ———. eyton, bya royal order of the 17th December, i 
non Kostro. * [rranstaTton.] the year aforementioned; oe Sopot and 

x \  Florids sradier |}command you, by this my royal cedula, with cua 

Tux Ktse—My Governor of Floridas, Brigadier | a } Oe a Nieatoe Ber aperthaing, to 

give full and effectual aid to the execution of the 


the Count de Punonrostro, submitted to me, on the 
third of November Jast, what follows. { 
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said cession, taking all requisite measures for its ac- 
complishment, without injury to any third party, 
and to the end, that the said Count of Punonrostro 
may forthwith carry his plans into execution, in con- 
formity with my beneficent desires in favor of the 
agriculture and commerce of the said territories, 
which require a population proportioned to the 


[No- 24 


and sales of land made by his Catholic Majesty, or 
by lawful Spanish authorities, in the Floridas, from 
the year 1802 to the present, shall be null and void, 
Vo this modification, in its absolute sense, | cannot 
assent, inasmuch as it is offensive to the dignity snd 
imprescriptible rights of the crown of Spain, which, 
as the legitimate owner of both the Floridas, had a 


fevtiliyy of the soil, and the defence and security of || right to dispose of those lands as it pleascd And, 


the coasts, he giving regular accounts of his pro- 
ceedmgs for such is my will, and that due note be 
taken of the present cedula im the ofice of the Ac- 
countant General of the Indies. Done at the Pa- 
lace, the 6th of February, 1818, 1, THE KING. 
‘By command of the King, our Lord, 

Esrevan Vanea. 





To the Governor of the Flovidas : 

That he may take the necessary measures to give 
due effect to the grant, in favor of the Count Pu- 
nenosiro, of a tract of country, situate in West Flo- 
rida, as above specified. Conrn’pa. 

Duly noted in the office of the Accountant Gene- 
val of North Ametica—Madrid, March 13, 1818. 

Joser vp Tesapa. 


Extract trom the propositions of Don Luis de Unis 
to the Secretary of State, made 20th Oct. 1819. 
Transtation —2. His Catholic Majesty, to give 

an eminent proof of his generosity, and of the de- 
sire which animates him to strengthen the ties of 
friendship and of good understanding with the U. 
States, and to put an end to the differences which 
now exist between the two governments, cedes tu 
them, in full property and sovereignty, the provin- 
ees of East and West Florida, with all their towns 
and forts, such as they were ceded by Great Bri- 
tain, in 1783, and with the limits which designated 
them in the treaty of limits ana navigation, con 
eluded between Spain and the United States, on the 
27th October, 1795: the donations or sales of lands 
made by the government of his Majesty, or by legal 
authorities, until this time, are, nevertheless, to be 
recognised as valid. 

&xtract of a letter from the Secretary of State to 
Don Luis de Onis, dated Department of State, 
Washington, Oct 15. 

Neither can the United States recognize, as valid, 
all the grants of land until thistime, and at the same 
time renounce all the:r claims and those of their ci- 
tizens for damages and injuries sustained by them, 
an:! for the reparation of which, Spain is answera.- 
ble tothem. It is well known to you, sir, that no- 
tice has been given, by the minister of the United 
States in Spain, to your government, that all the 
or -, 4 o a have D> > 
Fre, ts Melnmet wale thoee terion man be 
cance led, unless your government stroutd provide 


some other adequate fund, from which the claims 
above referred tu, of the United States and their ci- 
uzeus mey be satisfied 
From the answer of Don Jose Pizarro to this no- 
tice, we have reason to expect that you will be sen- 
sible of that necessity, and that some time may be 
greed upon, subsequent to which, no grant of 
Jonds within the territories in qnestion shall be con 
s.dered as valid.” ; 


further, ‘as the said modification would be pro- 
ductive of incalculable injury to the bona fide pos- 
sessors, who have acquired, settled, and improved 
those tracts of land 

The extent of what I can agree to is, that the 
late grant made by his majesty in the Floridas, since 
the 24th of January last, the date of my first note, 
announcing his majesty’s willingness to cede them 
to the United States, (the said grants having been 
made with a view to promote population, cultiva- 
tion, and industry, and not with that of alienating 
them,) shall be declared null and void, in conside- 
ration of the grantees not having complied with 
the essential conditions of the cession, as has been 
the fact.” 

To be continued. 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF VIRGINIA, 
GOVERNOR’S COMMUNICATION. 


Council Chamber, Dec. 6th, 1819. 
Fellow Citizens of the Senate, 
and of the House of Delegates— 

It would have afforded me infinite pleasure if, 
on this occasion, as heretofore, I could have con- 
gratulated the Legislature at the commencement 
of their session, upon the uninte rupted prosperi- 
ty and happiness of our beloved country. But we 
cannot reasonably expectto be exempt from the 
incidental changes and vicissitudes to which the 
affairs of human life are liable. If thoughtlessly 
and imprudently we have availed ourselves of the 
facilities heretofore demanded as indispensable for 
our national advancements, and from the love of 
ease and eXtravagance and inordinate desire to 
grow suddenly rich we have rushed upon our own 
| ruin, we can neither be ignorant of the causes, nor 
|| of the proper remedies to relieve us from the con- 
sequent embarrassments. 

Let us then unite in our efforts to return to our 
habits of industry and economy, and speedily those 
evils we so sensibly feel, and so seriously deplore, 
will be remembered only as a storm that has passed 
while the good effect of the change in our national 
manners and pursuits will remain permanently be - 
neficial. 

Altho’ the labors of the husbandthan for the pre- 
sent year have not been crowned wish that supera- 

bundance which our soil has generally heretofore 
qi produced, yet we have reason to rejoice, that no 
scarcity of the means of subsistence can be expe- 
rienced in our land. Turning however from this 
gloomy picture, to look on that bright side of our 
aflaivs; we find ourselves in the full enjoyment of 
peace, in the perfect possession of our religious 
and political priviledges, and in the growing 
strength of our republican institutions, which be- 
ing derived from the sovereign will of the people, 








| the true source of power, must ever remain endear- 


|ed to us, by-self interest and social affectio 
Extract of 2 letter from Don Luis de Onis to the |! . ee 








Seeretary of State, dated Wasbington, 16th Nov. H 
7318 TRANSLATION. {| 
My second proposal bas been adm:tted by your i 
@verument, with ehis modification, that all grants | 


by every other rational consideration. While our 


;sister states (whose sufferings demand our sympa- 


thy) have been afflicted with contagious diseases 
sad death, we have been providentially preserved 


|, tn the cujoyment of uncommen health, and pratect 
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ed from those distressing calamities. Let these 
considerations then induce us to unite in gratitude 
to the Author of our being, for the blessing we en 
joy, andin. imploring him. to continue {his special 
care and protection over this highly favored land. 

1 must be permitted to remind the present Le- 
gislature, in the language of our Bill of Rights, 
“that a well regulated militia, composed of the bo- 
dy of the people trained to arms, is the proper, 
natural and self defence of a free state.’”—Whether 
the militia of Virginia, amounting now nearly to one 
hundred thousand, are a well regulated militia, 
trained to arms; or whether under the present sys 
tem of laws for their government, they constitute 
asafe defence to afree state, are enquiries which 
address themselves forcibly to the mind and feel 
ings of every citizen, and devolve as a solemn du 
ty on this Legislature. The general and state go- 
vernments have both incurred considerable ex- 
pense, in furnishing arms for the militia, as has been 
shewn by the ennual reports of the Superintendent 
of the Armory of the state, and will be seen in re- 
lation to the government of the United Srates, by 
the reports and letters herewith marked (A) on 
the subject of inspecting part of the arms tendered 
to this commonwealth |e arming the militia, as 
part of the quota due under the ac. of Congress of 
1808. 

Will it be policy to distribute those arms 
before the militia have been taught at least some of 
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The Penitentiary affords a gratifying prospect to 
the feelings of the friends of humanity. The po« 
lice of that institution has been greatly improved 
under the management of the present excellent 
Superintendent and board of directors: and the 
health of the convicts benefitted by the introduc. 
tion of running water from an adjacent spring, into 
the interior of the building. LI hope shortly to see 
it yielding a profit to the state, and ealibiting to 
the world; in the merciful policy of this govern- 
ment the extraordinary fact, that reformation in- 
stead of destruction may be accomplished by the 
punishment of offenders; and that many {miserable 
mortals, who, under governments of a more san- 
guinary character, would have been consigned to 
an ignominious death, may, even in the punish- 
ment they reccive, be made to contribute to the 
support of that benevolent system, whose laws 
they have violated. The quarterly statements of 
that institution, marked (C,) are herewith enclosed. 

the neglected condition of our county jails, the 
frequent escapes of criminals therefrom, and the 
miserable punishment inflicted upon unfortunate 
debtors, who are cumetimes Indisciumuinately thrown 
into them with the common felon, will 1 fear, ex- 
pose the character of the state to the reproach of 
inhumanity. Surely this session will not be permit- 
ted to pass, without giving to this subject its due 
consideration. 





By a proclamation of the lieutenant governor, 


the subordinate duties of the soldier, and so much |! with the advice of Council during my absence from 
of the economy of the camp, as will enable them ||the seat of government the Principal Assessors 
to account for and preserve their arms from des. || were required tc convene in this city on the iSth 
truction? As it must be admitted that the defence |/of last month. The general board being formed, 
ofour country in case of war, would depend prin-||they have been, and sull are, arduously engaged in 
cipally on the efficiency of the militia, it is ardent-| the difficult business of equalizing the land tax. 

ly hoped that this Legislature will adopt such}! ‘The voluminous and complicated accounts of the 
measures, as will be productive of military discip- | Commonwealth aguinst the general government, for 
line, and hereby give permanency and security to| advances made by the state for the pay and support 


the government and advance the character of the |/of troops during the late war, are now brought 


Virginia militia to the first respectability in the | nearly to a close. Vouchers to the amount of fifty 
Union The présent moment of profound peace, | five thousand dollars have been lately received by 
of military experience gained in the late war, and || Mr. Chew from the auditor’s office, and taken on 
uf almost universal harmony of opinion, seems to|/to the city of Washington. He is instructed to 
be peculiarly favorable towards eficeting this desi- lurge an immediate settlement, that the money may 
cable and important object, especially as the la-|| be received without delay into the Treasury of the 
bors of the present General Assembly will probab | state. Suits have been instituted by the auditor om, 
ly be smallin comparison with those of their im-|/ nearly all the remaining military accounts, amount- 
mediate predecessors, by whom the important} ing to about forty five thousand dollars, and there 

work of revising the laws of the commonwealth was | bas been actually received into the treasury, from 


a a oe Oe ee ee 


completed. sia 

The arsenal and Guard at Lexington being ina 
situation to receive the public arms, the Executive 
have instructed the Adjutant General to take the 
necessary steps to send fourteen thousand stand of 
arms from the Armory to that place, for preserva 
tion and safe keeping. It will appear by the Ad- 
iutant General’s letter herewith marked (B,) that 
there are no np Maser at the Arsenal for repair- 
ing arms It is therefore submitted to the Legisla- 
ture to determine whether a cheap establishment 
for that purpose would not be attended with a sav- 
ing of the public money. ; 

The guard in this city forthe protection of the 
public property, being immediately under the eye 


| the general government, the sum of one miliion six 
pea 


red ninety-three thou: and and fourteen dollars 
and sixty-three cents. 

In conformity to “ an act providing for shan mn 
publication of the laws of this commonwes ae 
the Executive coutrnoted with ‘Thomas Ritchle to: 
the publication and delivery of the number of co- 
pies of the Code, in the manner and at tue times, 
and for the prices, specified in the law. From cir- 
cumstances, not within his control, and from delays 
and disappointments which it was impossible for 
him to foresee or guard against, according to his 
statement to the Eaccutive, he has not been able 
to comply exactly with his engagement, but it is 
believed that no real injury or disadvantage will 
accrue to the state, in consequence of the delivers 


of the Legislature, they can judge by their own ob- 





q ; r ; lew cy 1 
servation of its improved appearance and probable - the work bene Daeg oer Same Setter 
effici ; is pai i to|/the precise period speciica. nde fatisead! 
efficiency. Great regard is paid by the officers i oer cdtdhed abtihies of Mie. Bewiemi: 

; sciph + and the || tention and distinguished abuities ¢ enjanai 
the neatness and discipline of the men; anc be . san ile immbdione 
i fi- || W Leigh, have been dvoted to the 1 e ot 
zeal and steady attention of the commanding o re net a0 Tee Se caaed 
if i i the state, entitle |} perintendance of this pubic: . _b t 
him ag ero. no | ~ ; that it will be a more correct and perfect work 
him to particular praise. 5 
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than any of that description heretofore produced; | 
an ornament to character of the state, as weil asa 
most important acquisition to the people 
A contract has been entered into by the Executive 
@vith Mr. John Wood, upon the ter prescribed by, 
and in execution of, “an act to repeal in part, an 
act to provide an accurate chart of each county, 
and a general map of the territory of this common. 
wealth.” From Mr. Wood’s acknowledged repu- 
tatiun for mathematical science, and lis known 
talents as a draftsman, and from specimens of the 
work already afforled under the contract, it is con- 
Aidently hoped and believed, tirat the whole wilibe 
performed in a style eyual to the wishes and most 
sanguine expectations of the Legis lature. 


THE NATIONAL REGISTE 


The annual report of the President and directors 
of the Literary Fund will in due timé be submited 
tothe Legislature. ‘The very important and in- 
creasing duties which devolve on the meinbers com- 
posing this board must require a great share of 
their time and attention, or they cannot be dischar 
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(ed (D ) and its enclosures, exhibit the result of their 
investigation. Your own comfort and co@venience 
| while employed in the public sertice, as well as the 
faccommodation & health of your publie officers and 
jagents, and the convemence of the great mass of 
people, who may be compelled to transact business 
with them, at the seat of government, independant. 
ly of the better security and preservation of the in. 
valuable records of the state, render the repairs on 
the Capitol indispensable, and amply justified the 
appropriation made for the purpose. The perma. 
nent inciosure round the Public Square; the filling 
up ofthe vast ravine in front of the Capitol, and 
other real improvements made upon the ground js 
supposed to have increased the intrinsic value of 
the public land, far beyond the present price of the 
lots, by the state of which the fund for those im. 
provements wascreaied. Tlius, it would appear, 
| without regard to the pride and a gratification which 
the public improvements may afford to every citi. 
zen, who feels himself identified with the character 








sed with satisfaction to themselves or advantage to 
the Commonwealti. They all bold eppointments un 
der the government, which occupy them alimest in 

incessantly and certainly constitute primary obliga 

tiens. Can the Legislature consent that tis large 
and important fund devoted to the sacred purposes 
of education, and all the duties growing out of the 
laws creating it. being the foundation on which the 
primary schools and University now stand, shal! de- 
pend on the management of pérsons who can only | 
give to the subject a secondary consideration?— | 
Measures have been wisely commenced by means | 
of this fund for instructing the whole mass of our 
eommunity in the rudiments of learning, and en- 
abling all who choose, to acquire a complete edu- | 
cation without leaving the limits of the state. But | 
it will depend upon the fostering hand of future | 
Legislatures to mature and complete the undertak- 
ing. It is respectfully submitted whether a new 

modification of the board entrusted with the mana- | 
gement of fund of such vast importance_and re- | 
quiring so much attention be not indispensably uc- 
cessary. 

The annual report of the Board of Public Works 
shewing in detail their proceedings and the state of 
the fund for internal improvement, will be prepared 
immediately after their annual meeting and submit 
ted to the Legislature. They were prompt and for 
tunate in engaging the services of Isaac Briggs, so 
well known as a man of science, to uid the princi- 
pal engineer in exemining the James and Kanawha | 

‘=z 2d their hranches; with a view to the best | 
practicable communication for 
between those water cours@§; and if Tirnishiag un 
estimate of the probable expense of such plan or 
plans as they may suggest. They have spent the 
principal part of the summer in the performance of | 
this arduous and important duty: and so soonas their | 
report and estimate can be completed and prepared 
it will be submitted to the General Assembly.— 
The principal Engineer has also surveyed the route 
for a canal connecting the navigation of the James 
River above Westham, with tide water, agreeably 
#0 the terms of the joint resolution of the last gene- 
ral Assembly; and his report in relation therein will 
be also submitted as soon as it shall be reudered to 
the Board of Public Works. 


A cominittee of the Executive was appointed to 
examine and state the accounts and expenditures 
on the improvements of the public square and the 
zecessary repairs of the Capitol, The paper mark- | 


| 
| 


; 








i 


| 


| 








purposes of trade |} 


of the state, that the actual interest.and value of the 
property of the state has been promoted by the Le 
Vislature in che repairs and improvements on the 
Japitol and Public Square, whether indeed they be 
onsidered ornamental or not i 
The ambiguity of the law, prescribing the duties 
of the Adjutant General, in rélation to the public 
edifices, ought to be explained by an amendment, 
| Showing the: intention of the Legislature on that 
subject 
; ‘ihe enclosed letter from Lewis Hoff, cashier of 
ithe Bunk of the Valley, marked (E,) contains the 
| reports that have been received by the Executive 
j exhibiting the situation of that bank and its branch- 
} es; and the paper marked (I',) is a letter from T. 
Woods, cashier of the Northwestern Bank of Vir. 
gnia, enclosing a semi-annual statement from that 
bank. 
Lhe death of Brigadier general Joseph Neville 
‘has produced a vacancy in the eighteenth brigade 
and third division of the militia, by an appointment 
of the General Assembly. * 
| I was warned by my friends of the personaland 
| pecuniary sacrifices that should certainly make by 
jthe acceptance ancl faithful discharge of the diities 
ied my Office. It cannot, therefore, be supposed 
}that L entered upon those duties, with the delusive 
| hope of improving my private fortune, or enlarging 
{the circle of my friends. Feelings and considera- 
| tions of a purerand more elevated nature prompted 
}me tothe determination As, in a few days more, I 
slinit be enrolled in the ranks of private life, I sha! 
| retire trom the public service, rejoicing in the hope 
jand behct, that [ have redeemed the pledges I gav: 
when I accepted the office, of diligence, integrity 


} 


| 
} 
| 


int 


j and fidelity, and « constant devotion of my humble 


cflorts to the best interests of our commen country. 

should restrain the predominant feelings of ms 
‘aart, were Ito permit the present moment to pass 
without an expression of my sincere and unfeigned 
ratitude to my constituents and country, for the 

nmerited esteem I have so often experienced — 
Andwhilel implore forgiveness for the unintentiona! 
errors ito which L may have fallen, through a fal- 
lable judgment, { beg, at the s ame time, solemn): 
to deciare the purity of my motives, and to renew 
my protestations of increased love and veneration 
for the principles, laws and government of this our 
beioved country, for which I have bled. 


JAMES P. PRESTON 


Richmond, Va. 
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result of their 
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Co.umaia, 8. C. Nov. 23.—Yesterday the p 
Levislature of the state of South Carolina 
couvened in Columbia, agreeably to the con- 
eitution. About eleven o’cloek the members 
of beth houses met in their chambers. The 
(hair of the Senate having been vacated du- 
ring the recess by the appointment of James 
R. Pringle to the Cellectorship of the port of 
Ciarleston; Col, John ‘Taylor was nominated 
wie chair, pro. tem. and the Senate we 
ceded to the election of a president, and on 
counting the votes Benjamin Huger was’ 
find to have 17 votes, and John L. Wilson 
ji votes. Benjamia Huger was cousequent- 
ly daty elected, 

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR, 
To the Senate and House of aepresentatines of the | 


State of south Carolina. } 
Feflow Citizens—Since your lest session, nothing | 





has occurred to impair the relations of amity sub 
sis'ing between the Uhited States and any of the 
powers of Surope, except with Span. With her 
we have differences, as she has refused to ratify the 
treatv, which ceded to us the Floridas, for a far 
equivalent. This country, which neither yields her 
re\enue, nor adds to her power, would be to us a} 
valuable acquisition, fiom its relative’ situation; | 
while in the possession of Spain, it must be a} 
source of perpetual collisions with our neighboring | 
States, threatening sooner or later to eventuate in 
war. Public opinion is unequivocally in favor of a} 
pacific system on the part of the United States, as | 
comporting best with our interests, as long as it can , 
be muintained consistently with the rights and honor 
of the nation; but where these become implicated, 
there can be nodoubt that there will always be 
found in the breasts of our countrymen, a manly 
spirit ready to act in their vindication. What may 
be the result of these differences with spain, we j 
know not, but should an appeal to arms become ne- | 
cessary, there is every reason to believe that the | 
cople, mindful of the wrongs they have received 
from that power, will rally round their government, 
and maintain the, digaity and independence of the | 
nation, | 
The United States present an interesting specta- |} 
cle. We are exempt from the religious dissensions | 
which in some countries sg often embitter the}! 
minds of men, and disturb the peace of society, | 
and in the interest which each feels in the Ieberty | 
he enjoys, on the subject of rehgion, is found a 
motive sufficient to preserve it to all—It would be | 
leasant to dilate on these topics of commom in- | 
terest, but 1 must leave them ‘or the purpose of 
bringing to your view some matters of a domestic 
naire mvolving highly important considerations. | 
Your judiciary system, gentlemen, wants revision. 
All.w me to point out to you some of its defects, 
and of the evils resulting from them, and to suggest | 
a remedy. Our superior courts of law and equity | 
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ous, and he who suffers trom it, may justly find 
vault with the constitution of the courts, and his 
omplaint is equally well founded, who, claiming 

roperty under a will or deed, shail be Considered 
it a court of law as having only alite interest in it, 
upon the construction of words, which in a court of 
quiety have been holden to create an absolute one. 
{t is proper to observe here; that the contradictory 
determinations of the courts, if there be any, re- 
ect no discredit on the judges; the evil grovs out 
vf the system. Our courts too, may encroach on 
tne authority of each other, and having no common 
Su perior, they cannot be brought back within the 
umits of their respective jurisdictions. ‘These are 
serious mischicts, but they are not all we labor un- 
der. Tie judges, but this is more particularly ap- 
plicable tothe common law judges, being obliged 
at the conclusion of the circuits to hoid the courts 
of appeals, enter on this most important branch of 
iheir duty, fatigued both in mind and body, and 
under other circumstances unfavorable to research, 
discussion and deliberation. Besides the judges 


|| sit on the cases decided by themselves on the cir- 


cuits, and if Lhe coasequence be to Gispose them to 
affirm cach other’s decisions, or if trom jealousy or 
rivairy a contrary effect be prodaced, im either case 
the interests of truth and justice must suffer. 

The remedy I suggest for these evils is the este- 
blishment of a court of errors and appeals, to be 
composed of judges distinct from the judges of the 
courts of law and equity, who shall exercise the 
appellate jurisdiction now exercised by those sitting 


tin the constututional court of appeals, and the court 
| of appeals in equity. 


this court to be superior to 
all other courts, to have a superintending and con- 
trolling power over them, and to be of dernier re- 
sort 

With a view to preserve in its fullness the se- 
parate responsibility of the judges, and to secure 
in favor of its judgments the attention, patience 
and calm deliberation necessary in judicial investi- 
gations, the number of the judges should be few—~ 
four or five, it is believed, would be sufficient. 
Upon the preference of an even to an odd number, 
a popular writer makes this observation: “I should 
prefer, says he, aa even to an odd number of 
judges, and four to almost any other mumber; for in 
this number, besides that it sufficiently consults the 
idea of separate responsibility, nothing can be de- 
cided but by a majority of three to one; and when 
we consider that every decision establishes a perpe- 
tual precedent, we shall allow that it ought to pro. 
ceed from an authority not tooo” sha~ ——— 36 than 
court be equally divided nothing 1s done, 


lremain as they were, with some inconvenience 


indeed to the parties, bat without the danger to 
the public of a hasty precedent.” ; 

rhe erecting of this new tribunal will be attended 
with but little additional expense to the public; for 
as the judges ander the present systém will be re- 
leased from an arduous part of the duties they have 
now to perform, their number may be diminished 
as soon as it can be done consistently with the con- 





be ng co-equal and independent, the determina\ions | 
of cach are fal and conclusive. If the decisions | 
of these tribunals be discordant, as they are ® uid to} 
be in some cases of limitations in wills, involving | 
the construction of particular expressions, wc the | 
force and authority of technical rules, it is evident } 
that the law is tfnsettled anduncertan. Sooutu Wo 
different and inconsisient meanings Se given to an 
act of the legislature, one of them must be errone 


stitution, and as there are two vacancies on the 
| common’ law beneh to be iilled, a favorable oppor- 
‘ tunity is presented for carrying into execution the 
\proposed object. 2 | 

i athe manner of disposing by will of real amd per- 
l sonal estate, is also a subject meriting cons dera- 
ition. To dispose of the former by will three wit 


vw A , 
| nesses are necessary; the Jatter mav be disnosed « 
{ 


without a witriess 















29 
Peres) 


since, and Ido not see the policy of retaining it 
A@man’s personal estate is often larger than his 
real, and the same distmbution is made of both when 
he dics intestate. Considering the great powers 
exercised by cur ordinaries—knowing, as we do, 
the incompetency of many of them for the duties of 
their station, and believing, as we must, that this 
will continue to be the case, so long as the compen. 
sation for their services shall not be suffiicient to 
induce fit men to accept the office—it appears to 
me it would be expedient to declare, that personal 
property shall not pass by will, unless the same be 
signed by the testator in. the presence of at least 
one credible witness, and that real estate shall pass 
by willin the same manner as personal—putting 
the two in this, as they are other repects, on the 
same footing. 
Our penal cade, it is hoped, will not escape your 
notice. The experience which has been had of the 
penitentiary system, is not so satisfactory as to jus- 
tify me in recommending its 2doption; and as our 
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The reason for this distinction has ceased long 


[No. 9 
In order to facilitate still further the intercoursd 
between the different parts of the state, the pro 
priety of keeping in repair our old roads, and of 
making new ones where they are wanted is obvi. 
ous, and if the opinion entertained by many, be 
well founded, that a more direct road shortening 
the distance from fifteen to twenty miles between 
Charleston and this place, may be opened through 
land favorable to the undertaking, there are tog 
many considerations of public utility that piess the 
subject upon you, to allow me to suppose that you 
will not act on it promptly 
lt is presumed that nothing need be said to invite 
your attention to the militia, as the subjects pre. 
sents claims of too high concernment to be passed 
over. Among other advantages to be derived from 
rendering the nulitia as respectable as possible, may 
be reckoned the tendency it will have to weaken in 
some measure the unreasonable jealousy too gener. 
ally eutertained against the U. States, a body of 
men certainly the most eflicient, least expensive, 
and best calculated tor the success of military ope- 





sister state, Georgia, is trving it, L thimk we shall act 
wisely in waiting the result of her experiment. In 
the mean time it is proper that we should give to | 


our prescnt system all the improvement of which it ||» 


is suseeptible, taking care to preserve always a just | 
Eeepertse between crimes and punishments. I 
now of no law in which this proportion has been 
s° much disreyarded as in that for the killmg of a 
slave by a white man. Its inflictions for this offence 
are so very inadequate to the demands of justice, 
that our state has suffered in its reputation for hu- 
manity. ‘The rules of justice require that the pu- 
nishment for murder should be the same in all cases, 
and it is to be observed, that a slave being deprived 
of his natural right of self-defence against a white 
gaan, the killing of him by the latter receives from 
this circumstance additional aggravation. If, how- 
ever, from considerations arising out of the situa- 
dion of our country, it should be deemed inexpe- 
dient to apply these rules to the case of a slave, it 
33 confidently belicved there can be no well-ground- 
ed objection to the annexing of other severer pe- 
nalties to the commission of this barbarous deed.— 
The extension of tie benefit ef a trial by jury, te 
consist of citizens, to this class of persons, for of- 
fences affecting life or limb, seems practicable, and 
as conformable to the dictates of justice, as it is in| 
unison with the feelings of humanity. The act for 
the relief of insolvent debtors, has lately received 
a construction different from that which prevailed 
in our courts for many years, and by which unfor- 
~weerat€ PEPSONS imprisoned for Gebs and wilting to | 
surrender fairly their property to their creditors, 
must notwithstanding renin in confinement at least 
three months, a time much more than sufficient tor 
the purpose uf giving notice of their intention to 
wake the benefit of the act, while the late construc- 
won is attended with consequcrtes distressful to 
the unfortunate debtor, it produces not the least ad- 
vantage to the eveditor. It is confidently hoped 
therefore, that the rigor which it has introduced in- 
io the law upon this peint, will be found to be in- 
consistent with its object, and that it may be soft- 
eacd- 
it 1s will pleasure I inform you that the work of 
internal improvement is progressing under a fair 


rations. Our hberties can be in no danger from 
this quarter, as long as our militia shall be held in 
just estimation, and be composed as tliey are at pre. 
cnt, of freemen, animated by a becoming spirit. 
As congress under the constitution have the 
power to provide for organizing, arming and disci. 
plining the militia, it is submitted whether it would 
not de proper to adopt the same rule in regard to 
the prometion of ofiicers, and the formation of rifle 
corps into battalions and regiments, that prevails in 
the army of the United States, in order to advance 
Uie veneral discipline when that body shall be em. 
ployed in the service of the union. In other res. 
pects also, the militia laws will require revision.—, 
The patrole duty is intimately connected with the 
good order and police of the country, and is great- 
ly neglected, so much so, that in several of our dis- 
tricts, serious inconveniences have been felt, and 
which as the law stauds admit of no immediate re- 
HW hief. 
From a report that will be made to von by the 
president and directors of the bank of the state of 
South Carolina, you will see that, that institution 
has become an object of considerable magnitude, 
and continues to afford a haudsome revenne to the 
state. It will no doubt receive from you the fuster- 
ing care and protection of which it may from time 
te time stand in need, Upon the preservation of 
its credit, the invigorating princtple of banking im 
stitutions, rests its value and utility. 
lam happy to have it in my power to communi 
cate to you that most of the surveys necessary for 
a map of the state, have been made, wand that there 
is every prospect of its being completed in the 
course of the ensuing year. 
In recommending to you, the foregoing subjects, 
I cannot furbear to express the satisfaction 1 derive 
from the expectation that the measures of the pre- 
sent session, like those of the last, will be charac- 
terized by large and liberal views, and anenlighten- 
ed zeal; und may that Providence whose gooducss 
to our country has been so signally manifested, 
crown with sticcess your labors for the general weal. ° 
Coluwbia, Nov, 22, 1819, JOHN GEDDES. 
—_——— 


The House of Delegates of the state of Ma- 





prospect of being completed within the time ori- 
yinally Contempiated, und that it promises to real- 
ize the beneficial ¢bicets anticipated by the 
jutblic. ; \ 


iryland formed a quorum on Tuesday. 
; Srayseuny, of Baltimore county was elected 


Gen. 
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Speaker, auc Joun Burwer, of Annapelis 
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FORKIC#X AFFAIRS, 


New-Yonk, Nov. 29,—-The packet ship James 
Monroe, Captain Watkinson, arrived last evening 
from Liverpool. She sailed on the first of this 
month, and the editors of the Gazette have received 
papers, &c. up to the time of her sailing; but they 
contain no néws of moment. England was com- 
paratively tranquil; but there was uo improvement 
inthe markets. 

The James Monroe has 13 cabin passen-| 
gers, amoug whom are, Col. ee , Ame-| 
ean Consul General at London, bearer of | 
dispatches for government, and Mr. Robert- | 
gn, from Spain, and Mr. D’Woll, of Bris-' 
tol, Re 1. 1} 

Loyal addresses to the Prince Regent had been 
frwarded to London from different parts ef! 
pogland. ‘That from Liverpool received the sanc. | 
jon of near 4,000-individuals of the most influential , 
yd wealthy character. Ata meeting of the Mayor | 
ind Common Council of the borough of Preston, an | 
sidress was agreed to, professing attachment to hus | 
Majesty and the Regent’s person and family, and a 
determination to defend the laws and constitution 
of the country in church and state.. A meeting was 
held in the Guild hall, Newcastle-under-Lyme, to | 
tke into consideration the best means of rendering 
the most effectual support to government at t sis 
important crisis. An armed association was egreed | 
tobe formed. 

At the Cumberland county meeting, Mr. Curwen 
declared his opinion that radical reform meant re- 
rolution; and this it is believed few Ceny or doubt. 

The misunderstanding between the keelmen and 
their employers in Newcastle, has been happily 
terminated 

Dr. John Brenan, of Liverpool, has discovered 
hat the oil of turpentine is an infallible specific for 
child -bed fevers 

Price of Stocks at London, Oct. 27—Three 
per cent. consols, 67; Omnium, 2 dis.; Con- 
sols for acct. 67. 

Three per Cent. Consols, on the 30th, 
were 66 1-2; Omnium 4. 

The funds on the 29th Oct. appeared to be 
recovering, and Consols for the account had 
reached 66 7-8; but advantage being taken of 
this trifling rise to sell a large quantity of 
stock, the price gave way, and the market 
closed at 96 1-4 for the account. Omnium 
was quoted at a lower proportion than on) 
Thursday, some sales having been made at 4 
per cent, discount. The foreign exchanges, 

hich had been falling for three last posts, 

id ceased to decline generally, and in some 
instances showed a decided improvement on 
the prices of the preceding Tuesday. ‘The 
exchange on Paris, at the termination of bu- 
siness, was 25.15. 

French Funds, Oct. 21.—Five per cents. 
70f. 65c., Bank Actions, 1,490f.. Oct. 22, 








ithy of their future confidence. 
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intrigues. The general report is, that he will 

renew the negotiations on the right of neutral 

search, in cases of the Slave Trade. Lord 

Whitworth and the Duchess of Dorset will 

set out shortly for Naples, to pass the winter 
there. 

There was a violent thunder storm at Paris 

on the 2iet October, accompanied by torrents 
of rain. 

It is stated that on the 25th October, at the 
different meetings of the Union Societies of 
Radical Reformers in London and Westmin- 
ster, the bust of Mr. Hunt was publicly bro- 
ken to pieces, and he was pronounced unwor- 
A gentleman 
from the county, it is reported, is invited by 
the committee of management to come for- 
ward at the intended meeting of the Radicals 
at Finsbury-market, on Monday next, to take 
the chair upon the occasion. 

The King of England is now in the 60th 
year of bis reign—a reign longer in its dura- 
tion, by nearly four years, than that of any 
Sovereign of England, that oF Henry the 3d 
being only 56 years. 

The Gazette of the 26th contains a free 
pardon for any but the principals, who shall 
discover the pores or persons who fired into 
the houses of the jurymen on the late inquest 
at North Shields; in addition to which par- 
don, thereis a proffered reward of 300 gui- 
neas. 


Prices at Liverpool, Oct. 30.—Sea Island 
Cotton, 2s 8d to 3s; N.Orleans, 1 to 1s 5d; 
Uplands, 1s 1d; Muscovado Brown Sugar, 
49 to 51: Havana Brown, 30 to 34; Carolina 
Rice, 17 to 22; Tortoise Shell, 38 to 42; Ame- 
rican Tar, 15 to 17; Turpentine, 12 to 13s 6d; 
Potashes, 34 to 41; Pearls, 39 to 42; Flaxseed 
for crushing, 79 to 74. Ashes were in good 
demand for expert. Cotton was heavy. 


The Emperor of Russia has abolished the 
liberty of the press in Poland. 
- a 


The reformers continue their meetings in Eng- 
land; and notwithstanding the increasing insolence 
of constables and other inferior minions of tyranny 
to the people, public opinion was expressed in the 
most unequivocal and manly language, The mili- 
tary preparations of the ministry were unremitted 
for the suppression of any revolutionary movements 
At the Durham meeting, Mr, Lambton, a highly 
respectable gentlem:n, animadverted with the most 
pointed severity on the proceedings of the military 
and magistrates at Manchester, which he declared, 
* were written in letters of blood,” “ Some slave, 
he said, had dared to say that the words “ Liberty 





Five per cent. 7O0f, 80c.; Bank Actions, 
1457¢ 50c. 
Lord Whitworth’s arrival in Paris has again 


or Death,” inscribed on the banners of the meeting 
that day, were a proof of its traitorous nature — 
When the time came that the coupling of those 
words should be deemed the harbinger of rebellion, 














riven rise to rumors of political changes and 


he should he glad to disown the country whith hac 
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given him birth. Who had heard unmoved the; CASES BEFORE (HE GENERAL Courr. k 
song of Scottish independence burst upon his ears? Ricaxoxn, (Va.)—L. John Games, of Culpeper 
Who would be a traitor knave? charged with felons in stealing a horse, the prope rty 
Who would fill a coward’s grave? of Daniel Alien, of the county of Faquier, on the 
Who would live to be a slave? 14th day of February last, at Georgetown in the c 
tbt kim tden andRees District o Columbia, was brought before the exa. tr 
om ining’ court of Culpeper on the 2d March fast.— V 
Who for Scotland s king and_law, The court was of opinion that he was guilty of the A 
For Scotland’s rights hissword would draw; felony, and that he ought to be tricd before the ge. ls 
Freemen stand or freeman fall? neral court. tle was accordingly arraigned at the 
Let him follow me. | bar of the general court of June last, and indieted V 
*¢ He, for one, wonld not consent in silence to || tinder the following section of an act passed in Oc. J 
hear such sentiments branded as seditious — It was || tober 1784: - w 
the ery of liberty in similar terms which expelled “ All high reasons, misprisions, and concealment: ot 
the Stuarts, and made the way for the Brunswick of high treasons and other offences against this com my 
family to the throne of these realms.’ Frank. Gaz-|) monwealth, (except pivacies.and felonies on the fr 
' F Ce France. Charleston, Nov 25—The French |} high seas) cémmitted by a citizen of this common br 
ship Clarisse, arrived here yesterday, ieft Havre on Y wealth, in any place out of the jurisdiction of the P 
the 15th Petober. No papers were received by || courts of common law in this commonwealth, an = 
her, but private letters, with the perusal of which || ali felonies committed by citizen against citizen iy ab 
we have been politely favored, mention that the} any such place other than the high seas, shali b ce 
rede throughout France was most abundant, and |/ enquired into, beard, determined and judged im th be: 
that all was tranquil ' general court in the same manner as offences com W 
A letter from Havana, says that in the September || Mitted within the body of a county are triable in of 
gale one hundred houses were destroyed at Porto |} district court, and such us shall be convicted of an = 
Rico, and all the shipping on shore; some destroy |, Such offénce, shall suffer such pains, penaitie wh 
ed entirely, all more or less injured) A convent | judyment, and execution, as if they had been a los 
was blowu down. and the Nuns were obliged to || tained and convicted of such offence done with: lie 
run for their lives the body of a county.” fro 
a The jury found the prisoner guilty, and condem: Bu 
ed him tothe Penitentiary for fiye years, “if not 
HOME AFfAIRS. Shall be the opinion of the court that the case : ane 
’ stated in the indictment, 1s embraced by the lav bo 
A Norfolk paper informs us, that the fever at N |} and constitution * Virginia, and the const:tution : oo 
Orleans was rapidly disappearing, and the inhubi- |} the United States” ‘This question came before t! pa 
tants who had removed, were returning to their!) court at its late term, and was argued at some leng ser 
homes, business becoming brisk, and freights itm {} ‘They finally decided that the case as stated was-er thr 
proving, on the Ist Nov. braced by the laws, &e And they aceordingly se = 
Davveut—tIn some parts of Pennsylvania the |] tenced him to the Penitentiary A motiomw Ps 
Grought is distressing. Tne Schuylkiil never was |} made to recommend him to the Executive for a g er 
known so low—the streams are dried up, and grind-|| neval pardon, on which the court was equally divi he 
ing cannot be obtained for the inhabitants. Water |],ed. “ 
n © me instances transporied 4 miles for the daily We understand that this is the first case whic be 
consimotion of families : has occurred under this law; and that this provisic be 
The legislature of Tennessee have voted $500,000 || of the law has been repealed in the new revise id 
for improving the navigation of the rivers of that || code, which will go into effect in January vext aa 
e~ Ng . 2 The case of the commonwealth against t! hea 
SNOW.+—Partanetrata, Dec. 1—The first snow || James kiver Company (adjourned from the Sup ann 
ihis season, sufficient to cover the ground, fell om) sor court of law for Henrico county) was also arg re 
Sunday night last. x ed at this term and decided as follows; an} 
The Supreme Court of the state of Louisiana, *, . ‘ : ; =e 
has decided that Foreigners, as well as Citizens are As to the first question, the court is upanimot int 
entitled to holdand to inherit property of every dis- ily of opinion the information in nature of quo w: he 
cription in that State. ranto is the prope rremedy by which to try and « an 
: 4 cide whether the charter of the James River Co was 
In the Palmyra Register, of last week, it is men- pany ought to be nulified and vacated, or to preve roac 
tioned that the season continues rsmarkably mild |} gine ‘company from receiving tolls. . spot 
and pleasant in that region, notwithstanding the “ The court is unanimously of opinion that t« step 
country around has been visited with deep snow. ||; ntepesis which the commonwealth holds in t whi 
it is also mentioned, that a pint of ripe and_uncom- |] crock of the James River Company presenis no b of tl 
monly large Strawberries were gathered in the pre- |] tg this proceeding against it. pat the 
ceding -wer k, on the farm of Mr. Gideon Ramsdell “The court is unanimously of opinion that t the 
in the vicinity of that place. rule in this case ought to be made absolute, a the 
THEATR!ICAL—The benefit gratuitously af-|j leave given the Attorney General to file an inforn to B 
formed to the widow and childrew. of the late Mr. |} tion in the nature of quo warranto ee 
jiopkins Robertson, produced § 1330 for their re- “Thecourt is unanimously of opmion that t on b 
icf. ‘The exertions and liberality of the managers, |} information in nature of quo warranto will be agai" naar 
Price and Simpson, are entitled to the highest com- || the corporation of the James River Company ex heer 
mendation. “One gentleman purchased 100 tickets | imine to try, whether the said company hath forfe One 
on this occasion, with one of which he entered the |! ed its franchise of being a corporation as well as mon 
house, and the other 99 he burnt—A handsome |} other franchises and hberties —Which is orde: secre 
ticoe of conduct.—[N. ¥. Eve. Post. It be certified to the said Superior Court.” be 
.* 
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Vou. VIl.j 
From the Hagerstown Md. Torch Light, of 20th inst 


THE MURDERERS. 
On Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday last, 


cane on, before Washington County) Court, the }) 


trials of Willian Cotterill, jun. John Cotteril, and 
Wiliam Cotterill, sen. for the murder of James 
Adams, in Allegany county, ow the 9th of May 
last . é 

it appeared in evidence, during their trials, that 
William Cotteril, sen and his two soas, William and 
John, in company with James Adams, the deceased, 
who had a considerable sum of money and a check 


on a8 mercantile house in Baltimore for a further! 


amount, in his possession, sailed, in the ship Ceres, 
from Liverpool! for Baltimore, about the Ist of Fe 
bruary last. Arriving in Baltimore in the latter 
part of April, they all took lodgings in one house, 
and remained there a few days, when, not being 
able to procure employment in the city, they pro- 
ceeded west in quest of it. They met with none 
vaul they reached the house of Messrs Wood and 
West, in Allegany county. On Thursday the 6th 
of May, they contracted with these gentlemen for 
employment as labourers on the turupike road, at 
whieh they continued until Saturday evening fol- 
lowing. On Sunday morning ihe 9th, Adams, be- 
lieving that he had Jost the check which he brought 
from tngland with him, determined to return to 
Baltimore in search of it, and in the event of his 
not there findjng it, to guard against its payment, 
and saii for England. Previous to his departure, 
however, the two vounger Cotterills proposed ac 

companying him as far as Pratt’s tayern, for the 
purpose, as they said, of there writing a letter to 
send by him to their relations in England The 
three, Adams and the two younger Cotterills, then 
started dowa the road together, Jeavimg the elder 
Cotterill at the house of Messrs. Wood and West. 
Between two and three hours after their departure 
with Adams, the two Cotterills returned, not along 
the read but through the woods, having their pau- 
taloons wet up to thet knees. On their approach 
to the house, they were met by their father, who 
had manifested much uneasiness and appeared con- 
siderably agitated during their absence; a short 
conversation ensued, in which one of the sons was 
heard to say, “ Father, we have done it;” they then 
applied for their wages, saying they intended re 


turning to England, and in about three quarters of || 


an hour after the return of the two sons, the three 
set off, not along the read but threugh the woods, 
in the direction in which the two had returned On 
Sunday the 16th of May, the dead bedy of Adams 
was accidentally foua, a short distance below the 
road, in Fifteen Mile Creek, wm a dreary. recluse 
spot between two nountains, where the obtrusive 
ttep Of man -eldom ventares, and the gleom of 
which is aljost sufficient to repulse the visitations 
of the bird ofheaven. It was mucli mangled about 
the head and breast, the clothes nearly torn off, and 
the pockets rifled. Suspicion immediately fixed on 
the three Cotterills—they were promptly pursued 
to Baltimore, where they were apprehended on the 
eve of embarking for England, their trunk being 
on beard the ship Franklin just about to sail. On 
examining the trunk, a part ofAdams’ clothes, {i's 
watch, and some other articles known to have be 

longed to him, were found in it; and a part of the 
money believed to have belonged te him was found 
secreted about the persons of the prisoners. 
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jthe late session of the Allegany Court, to which 
| county they were removed for trial. Unwilling, 
| however, to be tried there, they requested a fur- 
| ther removal to this county, where, after fair, pa- 
| Vent and impartial trials, they were severally found 
i guilty of murder of the first derree. 
| ‘The prosecution was ably conducted on the part 
of the state, by Roger Perry, esq. and the two youn- 
| ger prisoners were ingeniously defended by Beall 
Howard, Eq. Samuel Hughes, Esq. was associated 
| with Mr Howard, in behalf of the elder prisoner, 
| who was also ingeniously defended. 
| ‘Yoo much praise cannot be awarded .o Mr. Wood 
| and those concerned with him, for their prompt pur- 
| suit and persevering exertions in the apprehension 
of the Cotteriliss 
| ‘The case of those unfortunate men, is peculiarly 
‘calculated to eall into active exercise the various 
' and conflicting sympathies and passions of the hu- 
}man heart. A father and’two sons, far from friends 
}and relatives, among strangers and in a strange 
| land, manacied in prison, and condemned to death ! 
{| Dreadful, avetul situation'—Who can think of it, 
| but with sympathetic commisseration! But, on the 
other hand, a father and two sons, invited by the 
mildness aud protected by the energy of the best 
of governments, in a land where liberty dwells alike 
in the Cot and in the palace, to be guilty of so foul a 
deed as murder! Who can think fit, but with ab- 
horrence ! When the laws of God, of humanity, and 
of country, demand recompence for their violation, 
justice bids merey to be silent, and forces sympathy 
inte reluctant acquiescence. 
Yesterday the Hon. John Buchanan, pronoun- 

| ced, in a solemn and impressive manner, the fol- 
| lowing 





SENTENCE: 
Wx. Correntxt, Jun. 

and Jous Cotrentit: 
You have been tried according to the laws of the 
| country, and on a full and impartial hearing by Ju- 
ries of your own choice, have been found guilty of 
the horrible crime of murder of the first degree; 
| which imposes on the court, the duty ef pronoun- 
| cing the sentence of the law upon you. 
| it is unnecessary to veCapitulute, or make any 
;comments on the evidence adduced against you, 
; which unfolded a case of unparalleled atrocity, and 
was such, as irresistibly to force a full conviction of 
your guilt on the most unwilling mind, 

Your case is of no ordinary character, but one 
which is marked with the deepest die of the black- 
est depravity—a case that pains the mind to dwell 
upon—James Adams, the unfortunate victim to your 
fuul and inordinate cupidity, was a native of the 
same soil that gave you birth; he was your com- 
a in the long and perilous voyage, which 

rought you from the land of your fathers to this; 
strangers togetherin a foreign country, friendiess 
and unknown, there was every thing in the ordina- 
ry feelings of humanity to bind you to each other. 

But different, far different were your views and 

feelings. 
Possessed of the fatal secret that he had a con- 
siderable sum of money in his possession, you prac- 
tised every outward show of friendship and attach- 
ment. You called him uncle; were artfully assidu- 
ous in your attentions to his person, and wickedly 
won his confidence, only to abuse it. 

Forgetful of every obligation human and divine, 





Under these circumsaances they were committed 
¢ the Baltimore jai, where they remained until 





and discarding the common sympathies of man, you 
burst the ties of country, often more strong thap 
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those of blood, and in an ill fated moment, perpe- 
trated the shocking crime, which has brought you 
to this bar. 

Withouf provocation, without necessity, and im- 
pelled by no motive but a thirst for gold, or love of 
crime, you deliberately and inhumanly embrued 
your hands in the blood of your countryman, your 
companion and your friend. In vain should we 
search for any extenuating circumstance in your 
behalf. Nota mitigating ray, breaks through the 
dark cloud of guilt by wnich yon are surrounded, 
unless it can be perceived, in the unnatural councils 
of your father;—and you are doomed to make atone 
ment with your lives. 

Wrtus Correnitt, sen. 

I turn with puinful reluctance to your case. 

You have been found guilty, of the shocking, and 
unnatural crime, of counselling and inciting your 
own sons, to the perpetration of a most horrid mur 
der! for which they must soon be brought to an ig- 
nominious and untimely end; and ushered into the 
dread presence of a justly offended and avenging 
God. 

You, who should have watched over, and guarded 
the morals of your sons, and instructed them in the 
paths of virtue, have seduced them to the com- 
mission of the blackest crime. 

You, who should have been their protector and 
their guide, have urged them to their destruction 

On the counsels of a father, hangs the destiny 
of his sons. 

And in the present melancholy and distr: ssing 
instance, your unnatural counsels, have been but | 
too faithfully, too fatally pursued. 

I forbear to urge the painful subject farther 

The foul deed is done; the blood of the murder- 
ed cries alond for justice; the offended majesty of 
the law must be appeased, and you must answer it 
to your God. 

The Judgment of the Court therefore is, (and I 
deeply regret that, I am imperionsly called upon 
by the outraged laws of the country, to pronounce 
such a judgment.) 

Your sentence is, that you all be taken to the 
jail of Washington county, from whence you came, 
and from thence to the place of executiun, at such 
time as shall be duly appointed, and tha’ each of 
you, be there hanged by the neck, until you ure dead! 

Having discharged the duty imposed upon me by 
law, [now owe it to my own feelings, and it is due 
to you, to assure yon of my settled conviction, that 
not a ray of hope is left you on this side the grave 
—and solemnly to warn, and entreat you, earnestly 
and diligently to employ the small remnant of your 
lives, in preparation (by praver and supplication to 
the throne of Grace,) for the awfui moment, which 
will separate you from this world, and all its cures 
forever—And may the God of mercy, in compassion 
to to your souls, incline vour heart to that state of 
devotion, necessary to your entrance into another 
and a better world. 

—— 
GENERAL BANKRUPT LAW. 

At 2 special meeting lately held by the Chamber 
of Commerce of the City of Philadelphia, the fol- 
lowing resolutions were passed. 

Resolved, That it is expedient to memorialize 
Congress at the ensuing session, to establish Uni- 
form systems of bankruptey for the U. States 

Resolved, That a memorial, suitable to the above 
abject, be prepared under the direction of the offi 
cers of the Chamber, to be subecribed by them and 
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CAUSE OF THE S\iOKY ATMOSPHERE. 

Extract of a letter to a gentleman in Boston, dated 
Lovrsvitre, (Ken ) Nov. 6. 

It is now six months since we have had a 
fail ef water of any consequence, and its op- 
posite element has recently obtained a com- 
plete ascendancy. ‘The woods and prairies 
for forty miles in almost every direction, and 
at intervals from this to Lexington, a dis- 
tance of 74 miles, are ina blaze. The smoke 
thas almost suffocated us in this place fer the 
last five days, and its effect on the eyes is 
distressing to every one. Mine have suffered 
greatly. Proprietors of woodlands have beer 
making great exertions to stop the ress 
of the flames, but have already sustained ve~ 
ry heavy losses. We have yet to learn what 
success attends their labor. Here, it is worse 
to day than it was yesterday, and the fire is 
still spreading. [n one diregtion it is within 
two miles of this town. It is in fact extreme- 
ly unpieasant. and hurtful to the eyes to go 
from one house to another. 

Such a season has never been witnessed in 
this section of the country. Horses and 
‘horned cattle are suffering severely, and some 
have died with a distressing disorder of the 
tongue, which they have termed the tongue 
distemper. It first shows itself in lumps on 
the tongue, afterwards the throat is affected, 
and the animal is unable to chew or swallow. 
I apprehend that this is occasioned by con- 
tinned thirst; as, when travelling, I have fre- 
quently called at 4 or 5 public houses, dis- 
tant from each other S$ or 4 miles, without be- 
ing able to get any water for thy horses.— 
They can furnish water for the man, but are 
compelled to refuse it to his horse. Heaven 
grant that we may soon have a heavy rain. 





, 


From the New-York Evening Post, Nov, 27. 


We understand that the steam-boat Con- 
necticut, that left here on Friday morning at 


| 
'7 o’clock, for New-Haven, bad only proceeded 
as far as Frog’s Neck, at 5 o’clock that eve- 
ning, owing to the thick and impenetrable fog. 





DARK DAY.—It was so dark at Eastport and at 
St. Andrews onthe 7th of this month, at meridian, 
as to render it impossible to read in a room without 
the aid of a lighted candle And it is stated that 
the fowls went to roust, and the beasts returned toe 
the barns, as though it were night. 


FIRE AT THE GREAT SWAMP, 


Evizanttutown, (N. J) Nov. 23 —We are iti- 
formed that a Fire took “place there about a month 
since, which was caused by burning out bees from 
a tree, where they had mace alodgment. ‘The fire 
wus pertially extinguished a fortnight afterwards, 
but revived and still continues its ravages; the ex- 
tent of which, at the time of regeiving our last in- 
formation, (yesterday) was thtee miles one way, 





tyrwarded to Congress. 








and two and a half the ot ver 





